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Superintendent Search - Setting the record
straight

DeKalb Citizens,

| am writing on behalf of the DeKalb Board of Education
members Don McChesney, Pam Speaks, Paul Womack and
myself.

Unfortunately, on Friday, June 10, 2011, someone leaked
information about the superintendent search process to
the media. You can view the story by clicking here. The
leak included the name of a candidate and violated
confidentiality. Had this action not been taken, we would
not be writing to you today. Everything that we are writing
about is already available to the public.

We are writing because we feel compelled to set the record
straight on this candidate. We ran for our positions to do
something and not be something. We believe that we
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must hire a leader from outside of our system. This is not
to say that we do not have capable people within our
ranks. We have many wonderful employees.
Unfortunately, we also have real structural impediments to
success combined with a lack of public confidence and a
myriad of perception problems.

When we began this process we thought that we were on
our way to finding a qualified and dedicated professional.
Our search firm provided us with a host of diverse and
worthy candidates. As you know, our search has already
been plagued by leaks that were purposefully made to
undermine the will of the board and caused candidates to
withdraw from consideration. This was a great loss for
DeKalb from a superintendent perspective and it damaged
our ability to attract candidates. We are convinced that the
latest leak has made DeKalb radioactive to potential
candidates. These actions have damaged the students,
employees and the taxpayers of DeKalb County.
Furthermore, they have potentially damaged a candidate
who did nothing other than graciously accept our
invitations to speak with us.

We want you to know that from the beginning, Dr. Duron
emerged as our number one choice. It was abundantly
clear to us that he had the temperament and experience to
lead our district. We independently reviewed his record.
We familiarized ourselves with the accountability standards
in his state. We examined the population of his students.
We read the impressive references that were written on his
behalf.

We would like to set the record straight on Dr. Duron's
record. His district has seen steady improvements under
his leadership. He has even proved creative and
resourceful in obtaining grant money for inventive ways to
tackle achievement problems and re-purpose once closed
schools. We have put together a PDF that you can
download from the blog tab of www.nancyjester.com.
Click here to go directly to the link. You will see that with a
significantly poorer district, Dr. Duron has outperformed
DeKalb with respect to AYP standards. In DeKalb (2010) we
had 5 failing subgroups for AYP as a system. Dr. Duron's
district had only 1 sub-group that failed.

There are some members of our board that would have
you believe that Dr. Duron isn't a qualified candidate
because his district received a label of "academically
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unacceptable" from the TEA. Please review the website
PDF for clarity on this matter. You will note that Texas
standards include a completion rate. Districts must track
all students even if they leave your district and move out of
the state or country. Each district is required to document
that a student that leaves is enrolled in school elsewhere.
SAISD missed their "completion rate" standard by 9
students that they were unable to locate. Please note that
for the academic year that just ended, Dr. Duron's district is
projected to meet this standard and receive the
"academically acceptable" rating from the TEA. Again, you
can see this documented in the PDF on my website.

We ask you to stand with us and support Dr. Duron. He is a
qualified professional that will serve and represent our
district well. He will bring accountability, ethics and
innovation to DeKalb. We cannot wait. Our children
cannot wait. If you agree with us, please email the board.
Here are their addresses:

THOMAS_BOWEN@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
SARAH_COPELIN-WOOD@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
JAY_CUNNINGHAM @fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
don_mcchesney@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
PAM_SPEAKS@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
nancy_jester@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
donna_edler@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
EUGENE_P_WALKER@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
h_paul_womack@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us

Thank you,
Nancy Jester
Don McChesney
Pam Speaks
Paul Womack

Paid for by Nancy Jester
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